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Abstract

In 2009, the grape community of practice (GCoP) was formed within the eXtension system. eXtension is an internet-based
collaborative environment where Land-grant university content providers exchange objective, research-based knowledge to solve
real challenges in real time. The GCoP leadership team consisted of members of the Extension and Outreach Education
Committee of the National Grape and Wine Initiative (NGWI). This committee addressed an overall priority of NGWI to enhance
outreach education for grape producers by targeting development of a GCoP for the eXtension system. The GCoP launched
www.eXtension.org/grapes in 2010 and a companion site in 2011 called eViticulture.org. To date, the GCoP has 88 members
from cooperative extension, research, and industry in 31 states and Canada, who interact through a variety of online and face-to-
face methods to collaboratively create and review content. All content is reviewed by experts within our community of practice.
More than 100 articles have been translated into Spanish as well to reach a broader audience. Data collected from Google
Analytics show that content from the eXtension grape site was viewed more than 135,000 times during 2011. After successful
establishment of the GCoP, NGWI strongly encouraged other proposals to link to the GCoP for part of their outreach component.
Through this process, two funded projects in 2011 included the GCoP as part of their outreach component: “Accelerating
grape cultivar improvement via phenotyping centers and next generation markers” (Reisch) and “Northern grapes:
Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural
wineries” (Martinson). Expected outcomes for these projects and the GCoP are to create comprehensive online resources for
research-based information by providing viticulturists access to content addressing all aspects of grape production, linking to all
state-based sites, integrating projects to increase networking and collaboration, and reducing information redundancy across the
country.

How does a project collaborate with the GCoP?

Send an email to the GCoP Project Leader, Eric Stafne
(estafne@ext.msstate.edu), stating the general objectives of the
proposed project and the role requested of GCoP in the project,
including budget. All correspondence will be kept confidential until i sl il i
the grant has been funded. This must be done as far in advance Sl s L
of the due date as possible.

ViTrisGEN

Collaborator Resources Contact Us

Reasons for Grape Cultivar Improvement

Accelerating grape Variety Development via
Next Generation DNA Sequencing Technology

=4 "VitisGen" was funded in 2011 by the USDA Specialty Crop
B Research Initiative competitive grant program. Grape
industry surveys and scientist-stakeholder workshops
repeatedly identify three traits of high importance to U.S.

grape growers for cultivar improvement: powdery mildew
8 resistance, cold tolerance, and fruit quality. This long term
I project will accelerate grape cultivar improvement by

Il providing cutting-edge molecular marker technologies,
rigorous centralized facilities to characterize traits, and

What does the GCoP provide to collaborators?

« A national and international web presence for information that
is delivered by experts in viticulture and associated disciplines

« A collaborative work environment

« Social media promotion of projects and events

« A format to create learning opportunities that are science-
based and peer-reviewed in an accessible, internet-based 24/7
format

« Ability to deliver and house webinars on cutting-edge
technology and management techniques

molecular breeding expertise. To further facilitate industry-
and consumer-driven development and adoption of
improved cultivars, ... read more.

Grapevines susceptible to powdery mildew have an abundance of infected
leaves, which reduce the plant's overall photosynthetic capacity.
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In the News:

Researchers awarded $4.5M for next generation grapes
Amanda Garris, Chronicle Online, October 14, 2011
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Oct11/GrapeGrants.html

Funding for VitisGen “Accelerating grape cultivar improvement via phenotyping centers and next generation markers” is provided by a Specialty Crop Research
Initiative Competitive Grant, Award No. 2011-51181-30635, of the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. This site is hosted at Cornell University.
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What is eViticulture?

eViticulture is the national resource containing the
latest science-based information for commercial
viticulturists. eViticulture was created by the Grape
Community of Practice, a nationwide group of
professionals with expertise in grape production.
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State Resources
e
Coordinating Projects
Grape Doctor
Upcoming Events

Ask a Question

Contact Us

Eric Stafne
Assistant Extension Professor
Mississippi State University
Coastal Research & Extension Center
P.O. Box 93

,,,,,

Poplarville, MS 30470

eric.stafne@msstate.edu

Ph. (601) 795-4525

s

Who can join the GCoP? S s
Any professional in the area of grape production - viticulture, enology, g o R )
plant pathology, entomology, economics, etc. 7, ] Y

Viticulture, enology and marketing
for cold-hardy grapes

How does one join the GCoP?
One can join the GCoP by obtaining an eXtension ID and expressing an Home
interest in joining the GCoP. Go to people.extension.org to get started. I i e e el ey Lk

Research Initiative. The emergence of cold hardy, Vitis riparia-based wine grape cultivars

in the 1990s created a new and rapidly expanding industry of small vineyard and winery
enterprises in more than 12 states in New England, northern New York, and the Upper
Midwest, boosting rural economies in those regions. Read more.

What’s New:

The second issue of the Northern Grapes News is now available!

In this issue:
-What are Northern Grapes?

What: Oak and Wine Barrel Workshop
When: July 6-7, 2012
Where: Tassel Ridge Winery, 1681 220th St., Leighton, IA

A -Northern Grapes Project Launched at MGGA'’s Cold Climate Conference
¢ -Economics and Marketing Team Survey Reminder
% ' -Vineyard Studies: Improving Management Practices for Northern Grapes
‘ - ”. -9 “‘ O -NGP Team Profile: Katie Cook
(2 rae oo
.i :'3 » -Upcoming Events

O ':a*. ™ :

® °) Upcoming Events:
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*Registration is free, but required. Contact Tammi Martin at tkmartin@iastate.edu or

515-294-3308 to reserve your space.

What: Viticulture Field Day
When: July 25, 2012

Acknowledgement of funding source: USDA-NIFA-SCRI
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Local Extension offices near you
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This community serves commercial grape producers

Here are some of our featured articles and activities

Peterson...

More...

Grapevine Cold Injury

Cold hardiness is a primary limiting factor to grape
production. Cold Injury in Grapevines is an overview of
assessing and managing cold injury. Hans Walter-

In This Resource Area

e Starting a Vineyard

e Managing the Vineyard

+ Vineyard IPM

e The business of growing grapes

e Muscadines

e Table grapes

e More about Grapes and eViticulture
e Viticulture research

e Northern Grapes Project gy
e Webinars

+ Viticulture Discussion List
o State Newsletters

o Grape Glossary Terms
e Help us improve our website g3

eViticulture and the Grape Community of
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Answers from our Experts

What kinds of canopy management
practices should | consider using in my
vineyard?

Is it necessary to thin the grape crop every
year?

How do | choose an appropriate trellis
system for my vineyard?

More ...

eXtension\

more mind reach

This resource area was created by the:
community

In The News. ..

Long Island Sustainable Winegrowing
Announces Formation, First Sustainable
Vineyard Certification in Eastern United
States

Warm Winter, Frosty Spring Spell Trouble
for New York Grapes and Fruit Trees

eXtension Hosts Free Webinars in May

More ...

_J Resource Area Feeds

+ Track all new content
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